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BIRMINGHAM  LUNATIC  ASYLUM 

COMMITTEE  OF  VISITORS’  REPORT 

TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  BOROUGH, 

(At  an  Adjourned  Meeting ,  April  18th,  1871), 

For  the  Year  1870. 


At  the  end  of  each  quarter  through  the  past  year,  your  Committee 
presented  to  the  Council  a  Report  of  the  state  of  the  Asylum, 
together  with  the  Income  and  Expenditure  thereof,  which  they  now 
embody,  and  present  in  this  their  Twentieth  Annual  Report,  as 
required  by  the  “  Lunatic  Asylums  Act,  1853.” 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1870,  the  number  of  patients  in  the 
Asylum  was  .......  587 

Patients  admitted  in  the  year  .  .  .  194 


Total  .  781 


Patients  discharged  recovered  in  the  year 

83 

tt  a 

relieved  ,, 

17 

n  a 

not  improved  ,, 

9 

it  tt 

not  insane  „ 

3 

a  a 

absconded  ,, 

2 

tt  a 

died  ,, 

68 

Total 

Patients  remaining  December  31st,  1870 

They  are  chargeable  as  follows,  viz. : — 


Birmingham  Parish  . 

.  447 

Birmingham  Borough 

16 

Aston  Union  in  the  Borough 

71 

King’s  Norton  Union  ditto 

9 

Outlying  Unions 

4 

Private  Patients 

52 

182 

599 


Total 


599 
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The  number  of  patients  admitted  in  the  year  was  194  against 
196  in  the  preceding  year  ;  the  patients  discharged,  &c.,  114, 
against  146  ;  and  the  deaths  68,  against  76  for  the  same  period. 

Of  the  patients  now  in  the  Asylum  there  is  an  increase  of  10 
chargeable  to  Birmingham,  and  of  2  to  private  patients — leaving 
vacancies  for  17  male  and  5  female  patients. 

No  pauper  patients,  other  than  those  belonging  to  the  Borough, 
have  been  admitted  in  the  year.  The  admission  of  private  patients 
(with  the  exception  of  5  cases)  has  also  been  limited  to  residents  in 
the  Borough,  and  under  the  present  pressure  in  the  Female  Division 
of  the  Establishment,  it  is  feared  no  more  of  the  private  class  can  be 
admitted. 

The  Asylum  at  this  time  has  beds  for  632  patients,  viz.  : — 300 
males  and  332  females.  There  are  now  241  male  and  302  female 
pauper  patients  chargeable  to  the  Borough  of  Birmingham  and 
parishes  therein  (3  males  and  1  female  paupers  chargeable  to  Unions 
out  of  the  Borough,  and  28  males  and  24  females  are  private 
patients,) 

From  the  returns  of  the  Medical  Officers  to  the  31st  of  Decem¬ 
ber  last,  your  Committee  are  informed  that  the  number  of  lunatics 
in  the  Borough  not  in  an  Asylum  (but  chargeable  to  the  Parish  of 
Birmingham  and  Union  of  Aston)  to  be  305,  viz. :  137  males  and 
168  females,  making  the  total  lunatics  chargeable  on  the  above  date 
378  males,  470  females,  total  848,  being  an  increase  in  the  year 
of  26. 

Two  of  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  visited  and  inspected  the 
Asylum  in  September  last,  making  their  usual  report,  in  which  they 
suggested  certain  structural  alterations  connected  with  the  internal 
arrangements,  and  strongly  recommended  the  immediate  enlargement 
of  the  Asylum.  The  latter  question  has  engaged  the  attention  of 
your  Committee  at  several  of  their  meetings  through  the  year,  and 
it  was  hoped  that  the  recent  alterations  made  at  the  Workhouse  for 
accommodation  of  epileptic,  idiotic,  and  demented  patients,  would 
have  relieved  the  Asylum  of  some  of  this  class  :  but  such  has  not 
been  the  case  ;  and  from  information  received,  your  Committee  fear 
there  is  no  probability  of  any  patients  being  drafted  from  the  Asylum 
to  the  Workhouse. 
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For  the  past  year  the  rate  for  maintenance,  clothing,  medical 
treatment,  and  care  of  pauper  lunatics  of  the  Borough  has  been  8/. 
per  week  in  lieu  of  8/6  as  charged  for  several  previous  years. 
The  charge  for  other  patients  has  been  the  same,  viz.  :  for  private 
patients  8/9  to  21/.,  and  out-Borough  paupers  14/.  per  week. 

The  income  for  the  year  on  Maintenance  Account  is  as  follows  : 


To  Maintenance,  &c.,  of  Pauper  Patients  . 

.  £11,590 

5 

0 

,,  ,,  Private  Patients 

1667 

3 

5 

,,  Goods  sold  from  House,  Discounts,  &c. 

114 

5 

2 

Total 

.  £13,371 

13 

7 

By  Expenditure  on  Maintenance  Account  . 

.  12421 

2 

7 

Balance  in  favour 

£950 

11 

0 

The  Farm,  Garden,  and  Stock  Account  for  the 
year  is  as  follows  : — 


To  Beceipts  from  Farm  and  Garden,  with  Stock.  £3969  10  10 
By  Expenditure  ,,  ,,  ,,  .  3639  1  10 


,,  Balance  in  favour  .....  £330  9  0 
,,  Balance  on  Maintenance  Account  brought  down  950  11  0 


Total  balance  in  favour  of  Asylum  for  the  year  £1281  0  0 


The  Expenditure  on  Building  Account,  not  connected  with 
Maintenance  Account,  for  the  year,  is  £1211.  13 s.  10 d. ;  in  this 
account  is  included  the  expense  of  completing  the  Boundary  Wall, 
new  Steam  Cooking  Apparatus  ;  re-fitting  of  some  of  the  Lavatories ; 
and  other  Works,  detailed  in  the  appended  tables. 


The  average  weekly  cost  per  patient  for  maintenance,  per  week, 
is  as  follows  : — 
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Provisions,  per  Patient  .... 

Provisions  for  Officers,  Attendants,  and  Servants 
Salaries  and  Wages  .... 

Necessaries,  as  Fuel,  Lighting,  Washing,  &c. 
Surgery  and  Dispensary  .... 

Clothing  ...... 

Furniture  and  Bedding  .... 

Building  Repairs  (Materials,  &c.) 


s.  d. 

8  8 
0  10 
1  3* 

0  10* 
0  0* 
0  7i 
0  5i 
0  2 


7  11* 

Less  for  Sales,  Discounts,  and  Surplus  on  Farm, 

&c.,  Account  .  .  .  .  .  .  0  Si- 

Average  cost  per  Patient  per  week  .  .  .  7  7f 


The  quantity  of  meat  slaughtered  at  the  Farm  in  the  year  was 
51,955  lbs.,  the  whole  of  which  was  consumed  in  the  House,  and 
charged  at  7 cl.  per  lb.  The  Asylum  and  Borough  Prison  has  been 
supplied  with  milk,  and  the  whole  of  the  vegetables  required  for  the 
Asylum  (with  the  exception  of  a  few  tons  of  potatoes)  was  supplied 
from  the  garden  and  Farm  land.  The  sewage  from  the  Workhouse 
was  applied  to  such  portions  of  the  grass  land  and  kitchen  garden  as 
could  be  reached  by  its  gravitation  ;  and  when  the  land  within  the 
boundary  wall  in  front  of  the  Asylum  is  laid  out  as  proposed,  the 
sewage  will  flow  by  gravitation  over  the  whole  (about  30  acres) :  the 
residue  being  taken  into  the  common  sewer.  Round  this  land  by  the 
wall  there  will  be  a  walk  of  10  feet  wide,  for  the  exercise  of  the 
patients  ;  the  borders  being  planted  with  growing  trees  and  shrubs  ; 
the  walk  will  be  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  and  will  be  a  great  boon  to 
the  patients,  as  they  cannot  now  get  out  for  walks  into  the  country 
as  they  formerly  did,  buildings  on  all  sides  having  surrounded  the 
Asylum. 

In  the  Commissioners’  24th  Report  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
they  enumerate  48  Pauper  Asylums  in  England  and  Wales,  with  a 
population  of  27,464  lunatics.  The  average  cost  of  maintenance  in 
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these  Asylums  for  the  year  1869  being  9/5  per  patient  per  week; 
the  highest  rate  of  cost  being  12/41,  the  lowest  6/10.  With  the 
exception  of  this  one  (Dorset)  your  Asylum  was  maintained  at  a 
lower  rate  (7/7f)  than  any  other.  In  Dorset  Asylum  the  average 
quantity  of  meat  per  patient  per  week  is  20  oz. ;  in  the  Birmingham 
Asylum  it  is  42  oz. 

Your  Committee  regret  to  report  the  death  of  a  male  patient  in 
November  last,  from  injuries  supposed  to  have  been  inflicted  by  his 
attendant,  who  now  stands  committed  for  this  offence  to  take  his  trial 
at  the  next  Warwickshire  Assizes. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  Superior  Offlcers  of  the  Asylum, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Rutherford, 
having  been  appointed  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Argyll  and 
Bute  District  Asylum,  Scotland.  Your  Committee,  after  advertising 
for  Candidates,  appointed  Mr.  E.  B.  Whitcombe,  the  Surgeon  of  the 
Birmingham  Workhouse,  to  this  office. 

The  attendance  of  patients  at  daily  prayers  and  Sunday  services 
in  the  Chapel  has  been  in  number  about  the  same  as  heretofore — all 
those  patients  attending  who  are  able,  and  so  inclined. 

The  occupation  of  the  male  patients  for  the  past  year  has  been 
principally  that  of  working  on  the  grounds,  and  at  the  Farm-build¬ 
ings — there  being  but  few  capable  of  employing  themselves  in  the 
Trademen’s  shops  ;  near  one-half  the  male  patients  employed  are 
those  assisting  the  Attendants  in  the  wards.  The  famale  patients 
are  more  fully  employed  with  the  needle,  at  knitting,  in  the  wash¬ 
house,  laundry,  kitchen,  &c.,  and  much  work  is  done  by  them. 

The  buildings  are  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  repair  :  several  of 
the  wards,  day-rooms,  and  other  apartments  have  been  re-papered 
and  painted.  The  Monthly  Visitors,  in  their  reports,  have  recorded 
their  approval  of  the  general  state  of  the  Asylum  and  the  patients. 

With  the  sanction  of  the  Council,  your  Committee  would 
erect  a  Tower  on  the  south  side  of  the  Prison,  for  the  use  of  the 
Prison,  in  lieu  of  the  one  at  the  back  of  the  Asylum  in  the  road 
leading  to  the  Asylum  Farm,  in  order  to  make  the  said  road  private, 
and  use  this  Tower  for  one  of  the  Asylum  servants.  The  proba¬ 
ble  cost  of  this  work  would  be  about  £800. 
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The  Accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  together  with  those  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  Asylum,  for  the  year  1870,  have  been  audited  by  Messrs. 
Scott  and  Impey,  public  accountants,  and  found  correct. 

Your  Committee  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Editors  of 
the  Local  Papers,  for  the  gratuitous  supply  of  papers  for  the  use  of 
the  patients  through  the  past  year. 


J.  CARTER, 

Chairman. 


April,  1871. 
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BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  ASYLUM, 


SALARIES  AND  WAGES,  1870. 

Salaries  to  Officers.  Attendants,  and  Servants  . 


Wages  to  Baker  and  Brewer 

,,  Tailors  &  Shoemakers  . 
,,  Artizans 
,,  Farm  Labourers  . 

,,  Bricklayers  . 


vide  Maintenance  Account  . 

,,  Clothing  Account 
,,  Building  Account 
,,  Farm  Account. 

,,  Building  Capital  Account 


£  s.  d. 

2025  18  7 
106  15  9 
186  7  10 
242  10  1 
418  8  3 
21  4  10 


£3001  0  4 


PAYMENTS,  viz.:— 


Chaplain 

Medical  Superintendent 
Clerk  and  Steward . 

Matron  . 

Assistant  Medical  Office 
Assistant  Clerk,  &c. 

Storekeeper,  and  House  Porter 
Auditors 

Male  Attendants  . 

Female  do. 

Laundresses 
Cook 

Housemaids  . 

Kitchenmaid  . 

Male  Night  Attendant 
Female  ,,  ,, 

Barber  . 

Stoker 

Maintenance  Account: — 
Baker  and  Brewer 
Assistant  ditto  . 


£ 

s. 

d. 

125 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

110 

9 

7 

101 

13 

0 

33 

8 

0 

10 

0 

0 

414 

4 

8 

272 

19 

1 

45 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

21 

4 

2 

10 

0 

0 

65 

0 

0 

19 

10 

1 

39 

0 

0 

58 

10 

0 

65 

3 

9 

41 

12 

0 

2025  18  7 


-  106  15  9 


Carried  forward  .  .  £2132  14  4 
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BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  ASYLUM. 


SALARIES  AND  WAGES— continued. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d . 

Brought  forward 

2132 

14 

4 

Clothing  Account  : — 

Tailor . . 

68 

7 

6 

Assistant  ditto  ...... 

• 

52 

0 

0 

Shoemaker . 

• 

71 

0 

4 

186 

7 

10 

Building  Repairs  Account  : — 

Engineer  and  Blacksmith  .... 

9 

90 

7 

5 

Carpenters . 

• 

84 

2 

0 

Painter  ...... 

• 

68 

0 

8 

— 

242 

10 

1 

Farm  and  Garden  Account  : — 

Farm  Man  and  Wife  . 

52 

0 

0 

Gardener  and  Wife  . 

71 

10 

0 

Assistant  Gardener  ... 

53 

8 

4 

Farm  Labourers  ..... 

109 

7 

6 

Pigman,  &c.  ..... 

52 

8 

4 

Cowman  ...... 

53 

19 

8 

Wheelwright,  Blacksmith,  and  Bricklayer  . 

11 

11 

8 

Potato  Getters  ...... 

13 

17 

9 

418 

3 

3 

Building  Capital  Account  : — 

Bricklayer  and  Mason  .... 

5 

21 

4 

10 

£3001  0  1 


W.  F.  KNIGHT 


MONTHLY  AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS,  1870. 
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BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  ASYLUM. 


ARTICLES  MADE  IN  TAILORS’  AND  UPHOLSTERERS’ 

SHOP,  1870. 


No.  s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d.  £ 

S. 

d. 

Jackets  and  Coats  . 

101  @  8 

6  . 

17 

13 

6 

Waistcoats 

56  ,,  2 

0  . 

5 

12 

0 

Trousers 

137  „  3 

0  . 

20 

11 

0 

Braces  .  .  (pairs 

)  67  „  0 

2  . 

6 

14 

0 

Shirts,  strong. 

32  „  1 

6 

2 

8 

0 

Rugs,  quilted 

8„10 

0  . 

1 

10 

0 

Counterpanes,  stitched 

2  „  0 

3  . 

0 

0 

6 

Blankets  ,, 

38  „  0 

3  . 

0 

9 

6 

Mattresses  and  Cases  made 

20  „  1 

6  . 

1 

10 

0 

Sundries 

«  * 

• 

2 

1 

0 

58 

9 

6 

REPAIRS. 

Garments 

2882  „  0 

9  .108 

1 

6 

Mattresses  re -made 

227  „  0 

9  . 

8 

10 

8 

Palliasses  ,, 

212  „  0 

9  . 

7 

19 

0 

Bolsters  ,, 

88  „  0 

2  . 

0 

14 

8 

Chairs  and  Sofas  covered  . 

46  „  1 

6  . 

3 

9 

0 

Bed  Sackings  ,, 

39  „  0 

6 

0 

19 

6 

Sundries 

•  • 

• 

5 

2 

6 

184 

16 

5 

£193 

% 

5 

11 

WORK  DONE 

IN  SHOEMAKERS 

>’  SHOP. 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d.  £ 

s. 

d. 

Men’s  Boots  made  (pairs) 

17  @  3 

0  . 

2 

11 

0 

,,  ,,  repaired  ,,  . 

926  „  1 

6 

69 

9 

0 

Women’s  Boots  made  ,,  . 

130  „  2 

0  . 

13 

0 

0 

,,  ,,  repaired  . 

558  „  1 

0  . 

27 

18 

0 

Men’s  Slippers  made 

29  „  2 

0  . 

1 

18 

0 

Women’s  Slippers  made  . 

2„  1 

6  . 

0 

3 

0 

Men’s  Slippers  repaired  . 

575  „  0 

9  . 

21 

11 

8 

Women’s  ,,  ,, 

23  „  0 

6  . 

0 

11 

6 

Sundry  Work 

•  • 

• 

0 

15 

6 

i— *• 
05 

17 

3 

W.  F.  KNIGHT. 
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BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  ASYLUM. 


NEEDLEWORK  BY  THE  FEMALE  PATIENTS,  1870. 


ARTICLES. 

Made 

At 

Total. 

Reprs. 

At 

Total. 

s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

d 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Aprons 

621 

3 

4 

1 

18 

91 

4423 

1 

2 

9 

4 

31 

Bonnets  (trimmed) 

228 

3 

4 

14 

3 

1329 

1 

2 

2 

5 

4* 

Drawers 

— 

748 

3 

4 

2 

6 

9 

Dresses 

682 

1  0 

34 

2 

0 

5008 

2 

41 

14 

8 

Caps  . 

611 

3 

4 

1 

18 

or 

~4 

1136 

i 

4 

1 

3 

8 

Chemises  . 

81 

o 

O 

1 

0 

3 

4944 

1 

20 

12 

0 

Kerchiefs  . 

306 

l 

t 

6 

41 

712 

1 

4 

14 

10 

Night  Gowns 

170 

3 

2 

2 

6 

2066 

1 

8 

12 

2 

Petticoats  . 

181 

3 

2 

5 

3 

2962 

1 

12 

6 

10 

Skirts 

86 

3 

1 

1 

6 

2377 

1 

9 

18 

1 

Scarves 

134 

i 

4 

2 

91 

88 

1 

4 

1 

10 

Shawls 

20 

1 

1 

8 

405 

1 

1 

13 

9 

Shirts 

321 

4 

5 

7 

0 

2809 

U 

17 

11 

1 

Stays 

— 

— 

— 

877 

1 

3 

13 

1 

Stockings,  Men’s 

(prs) 

150 

3 

1 

17 

6 

12280 

1 

2 

25 

11 

8 

Stockings  „  (refooted) 

145 

2 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Stockings,  Women’ 

s  . 

155 

3 

1 

18 

9 

10056 

1 

2 

20 

19 

0 

Stockings  „  (refooted) 

75 

2 

12 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Vests,  Flannel 

• 

60 

4 

1 

0 

0 

752 

1 

3 

2 

8 

Antimacassars 

« 

24 

4 

8 

0 

60 

1 

2 

2 

6 

Bolster  and  Pillow  Cases 

814 

3 

4 

2 

10 

101 

3638 

1 

2 

7 

11 

7 

Blankets 

• 

— 

— 

453 

1 

1 

17 

9 

Counterpanes 

• 

— 

— 

— 

378 

1 

1 

11 

6 

Carpets 

• 

18 

1 

1 

6 

173 

1 

14 

5 

Dusters  and  various  Cloths 

694 

I 

14 

5i 

— 

— 

_ 

Sheets 

• 

313 

1 

2 

13 

0 

4080 

1 

2 

8 

10 

0 

Towels 

• 

421 

i 

8 

9 

1132 

1 

4 

1 

3 

7 

Table  Cloths 

• 

44 

1 

3 

8 

926 

1 

2 

1 

18 

7 

Window  Blinds  . 

• 

36 

1 

3 

0 

122 

1 

2 

5 

1 

Window  Valances 

• 

13 

6 

7 

6 

26 

11 

3 

3 

Sundry  other  work 

• 

— 

— 

2 

12 

6 

-  — 

2 

10 

0 

Total 

6403 

65 

16 

9 

63960 

208 

0 

0 

W.  F.  KNIGHT. 


ADMISSION  OF  PAUPER  PATIENTS,  CHARGEABLE  TO  BIRMINGHAM, 
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PAUPER  LUNATICS  CHARGEABLE  TO  BIRMINGHAM  AND  PARISHES  THEREIN 
ON  THE  1st  JANUARY  EACH  YEAR  FROM  1860  TO  1871. 
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PATIENTS  DEAD  SINCE  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  ASYLUM. 
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Total  in 
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BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  ASYLUM. 


EXPENDITURE,  1870. 

Salaries  and  Wages —  £  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

Officers,  Attendants,  and  Servants  .  .  .  2025  18  7 


Provisions — 


Ale  and  Porter 

• 

• 

•  •  •  • 

13 

12 

6 

Ale  (Home-brewed,  see  Malt  <&  Hops)  gins.  1,488 

Beer  ditto 

ditto 

„  18,577 

Bread  (Home-made, 

see 

Flour) 

lbs.  231,454 

Butter 

• 

„  14,0921 

800 

10 

10 

Cheese 

• 

„  6351^ 

189 

15 

2 

Coffee 

• 

„  1839 

76 

18 

3 

Chicory  . 

• 

„  1152| 

26 

4 

7 

Corn  Flour 

• 

„  87 

2 

3 

6 

Currants 

• 

„  13711- 

20 

0 

0 

Eggs 

• 

No.  3311 

13 

13 

6 

Flour 

• 

stns.  13,897 

1136 

8 

7 

Fish 

• 

56 

15 

11 

Fruit 

• 

27 

9 

8 

Hops 

• 

lbs.  1200 

44 

15 

2 

Malt 

• 

bushl.  1012 

369 

18 

6 

Milk  and  Cream 

• 

gins.  6269 

228 

6 

3 

Mustard 

• 

lbs.  2161 

5 

15 

8 

Meat  (Beef) 

• 

„  59,8571 

1658 

12 

1 

,,  (Mutton) 

• 

„  21,793 

610 

15 

1 

„  (Pork) 

• 

„  13,494f 

395 

10 

7 

„  (Veal) 

• 

„  4376 

119 

10 

4 

,,  (Bacon) 

• 

„  46621 

143 

9 

9 

Poultry  and  Game 

• 

59 

2 

8 

Potatoes 

• 

bis.  1749 

306 

1 

6 

Pepper 

• 

lbs.  1381- 

2 

18 

3 

Pea-Flour  and  Oatmeal 

„  486 

4 

19 

5 

Rice,  Sago,  and  Tapioca 

„  167 

1 

1 

11 

Raisins 

• 

„  1335f 

27 

14 

4 

Salt  and  Saltpetre 

cwt.  80 

5 

0 

0 

Spirits 

• 

2 

0 

6 

Spices  and  Sundries 

• 

4 

1 

9 

Sugar 

• 

lbs.  13,669 

204 

16 

7 

Sugar  (Lump) 

• 

„  133 

2 

10 

10 

Tea 

• 

„  1751 

154 

4 

10 

Tobacco 

„  298§ 

45 

14 

6 

Vegetables  (from  Garden.) 

n 

156 

0 

0 

Vinegar 

• 

gins.  90f 

4 

4 

11 

Wines 

• 

0 

14 

0 

Wages  (Baker  and  Brewer) 

106 

15 

9 

Treacle 

• 

• 

lbs.  637 

3 

18 

6 

7082  6  2 


Carried  forward  .  £9058  4  9 
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BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  ASYLUM. 


EXPENDITURE- — continued . 


Brought  forward 
Surgery  and  Dispensary — 

Drugs,  Instruments,  &c. 

Necessaries — 


£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

9058  4  9 

80  19  5 


Blacking  .... 

6  gross. 

2 

4 

3 

Black  Lead  .... 

110  lbs.  . 

1 

17 

3 

Bath  Bricks  .... 

550 

2 

1 

3 

Blue  ..... 

89$  lbs.  . 

2 

15 

0 

Brushes,  for  House  use  . 

30 

7 

1 

Brushes  (Hair)  and  Combs 

# 

9 

8 

3 

Books,  Printing,  Stamps  &  Stationery 

74 

8 

9 

Beeswax  .... 

119$  lbs. 

9 

15 

0 

Candles  .... 

164  lbs.  . 

3 

18 

9 

Coals  ..... 

1,250  tons. 

687 

6 

1 

Firewood  .... 

281  „ 

20 

0 

0 

Gas  ....  2,060,500  cub.  ft.  . 

224 

1 

3 

Matches  .  , 

8  gross. 

2 

14 

8 

Soap  ..... 

9,409  lbs.  . 

131 

8 

6 

,,  Soft  .... 

162$  „  . 

2 

4 

1 

Soda  ..... 

4,734  „  . 

10 

8 

2 

Starch  ..... 

103  „  . 

2 

6 

10 

Scouring  Flannel 

60  pieces 

39 

13 

9 

Sweeping  Chimneys 

• 

5 

0 

0 

Music  ..... 

• 

1 

13 

6 

Sundries  ..... 

• 

16 

7 

3 

Carriage  of  Parcels 

• 

15 

2 

8 

Oil  for  Lamps 

23$  galls. 

5 

1 

3 

Turpentine 

33$  „ 

5 

0 

6 

Waste  Paper 

• 

3 

16 

6 

Bird  Seed  .... 

• 

1 

5 

0 

Advances,  Recaptures,  and  Certifying  to  Patients 

6 

9 

11 

Funeral  Expenses  . 

•  •  • 

42 

14 

2 

Clothing — 

Articles  and  Materials 

•  •  • 

774 

9 

8 

Wages  of  Tailor  and  Shoemaker 

•  •  • 

186 

7 

10 

Furniture  and  Bedding — 

Bedding  and  Drapery  Furniture 

•  •  • 

413 

5 

4 

Cabinet  and  other  Furniture 

•  •  • 

304 

2 

10 

Repairs  of  Building,  dec. — 

Materials  and  Wages 

•  «  • 

• 

» 

1359  9  8 


960  17  6 


717  8  2 
244  3  1 


Total  Expenditure 


.  £12,421  2  7 
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BUILDING,  REPAIRS,  MATERIALS,  &c. 

Not  chargeable  to  Maintenance  Account.  ( 25  <^26  Viet.  111.  Sec.  6. 


1870.  Heads  of  Expenditure. 

£  s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Jan.  To  Materials  and  Wages  . 

•  • 

15  19 

5 

,,  Queen’s  Taxes  .... 

■  • 

25  12 

3 

41 

11 

8 

Feb.  ,,  Ironwork  for  Kitchen 

9  10 

0 

,,  Bricks,  Lime,  Locksmith,  &c. 

5  6 

7 

14 

16 

7 

March  ,,  Timber  ..... 

12  4 

9 

,,  Insurance  ..... 

1  16 

0 

,,  Castings,  Drain  Pipes,  &c.  . 

11  17 

8 

25 

18 

5 

April  ,,  Fittings,  Water  Supply,  &c. 

17  7 

1 

,,  Paints,  Paper  Hangings,  &c. 

5  16 

9 

23 

3 

10 

May  ,,  Castings,  Paints,  Cement,  Lime,  Wages,  &c. 

36  10 

2 

36 

10 

2 

June  ,,  New  Pipes  for  Laundry  and  Wages 

22  6 

3 

,,  Water  supplied  .... 

8  14 

0 

,,  Lavatory  Re -fittings  . 

12  14 

6 

,,  Paper  Hangings 

13  7 

4 

,,  Materials,  Wages,  &c. 

24  4 

3 

,,  Timber,  Bricks,  Tiles,  &c.  . 

20  7 

7 

101 

13 

11 

July  ,,  Bank  Interest  .... 

23  19 

10 

,,  Oils,  Varnish,  Paints,  &c. 

5  2 

0 

Timber  ..... 

9  7 

3 

,,  Plumbers  ..... 

4  5 

0 

,,  Galvanized  Pipes,  &c. 

12  8 

0 

55 

2 

1 

Aug.  ,,  Paper  Hangings,  &c.  . 

8  14 

5 

8 

14 

5 

Sept.  ,,  Boundary  Wall 

557  10 

0 

,,  Cooking  Apparatus 

81  0 

0 

,,  Insurance  .... 

9  3 

0 

,  Gas  Fittings,  Bricks,  Lime,  &c. 

10  8 

6 

658 

1 

6 

Oct.  ,,  Repairing  and  Cleaning  of  Spouts 

6  8 

3 

,,  Wages  and  Materials  . 

13  0 

3 

19 

8 

6 

Nov.  ,,  Plumbers’  Work  .... 

8  0 

4 

,,  Bricks,  Paints,  and  Wages  . 

13  12 

6 

21 

12 

10 

Dec.  ,,  Completion  of  Boundary  Wall,  &c. 

166  9 

5 

,,  Timber  ..... 

10  19 

6 

,,  Water  ..... 

17  17 

6 

,  Repairing  Roofs,  &c.  . 

4  10 

0 

,,  Materials  and  Wages 

,  * 

6  10 

2 

206 

6 

7 

1213 

0 

6 

Cr.  by  Bank  Interest 

• 

•  • 

1 

6 

8 

£1211  13  10 
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BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH  ASYLUM. 


INVENTORY  AND  STOCK  ACCOUNT,  DEC.  81,  1870. 


£  s. 

Cabinet  Furniture  ......  2673  6 

Drapery  ,,  ......  2525  12 

Hardware  ,,  ......  329  10 

Glass  ,,  ......  21  4 

Earthenware,,  .  .  .  •  .  •  59  12 

Miscellaneous  do.  ......  125  10 

Brooms  and  Brushes  ......  51  5 

Clothing  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  .  1156  19 

Instruments,  Tools,  &c.  .....  135  10 

Fixtures  ........  1128  13 

Furniture,  in  Store  .  .  .  •  •  273  13 

Stock  for  consumption  and  use  ....  1826  15 

,,  of  Materials  for  use  .  .  .  .  •  62  0 

Farm  and  Garden  Stock  .  .  .  •  .  1555  6 


d. 

8 

0 

6 

6 

0 

4 

0 

6 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

8 


Total  .  £11,924  18  10 
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irmhtgfram  ^oraurjlj  \'un;ttic  ^sulum, 

January  20,  1871. 


MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 

TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  VISITORS. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Tables  appended  to  this  my  Twentieth  Annual  Report, 
which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  lay  before  you,  are  constructed 
according  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy, 
and  embrace  the  whole  of  their  series.  They  show,  fully  and  clearly, 
the  work  of  the  Asylum,  in  its  medical  department,  not  only  during 
the  year  which  has  just  expired,  but,  also,  for  every  year  since  its 
opening  in  June,  1850.  Still  there  are  some  points  to  which  it  may 
be  well  to  draw  special  attention.  There  are,  too,  some  circum¬ 
stances,  which  cannot  be  explained  by  figures,  to  which  it  will  also 
be  necessary  to  allude. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  in  1870  was  194,  being  two  less 
than  in  the  previous  year.  Twelve  were  re- admissions  ;  and  besides 
these,  28  had  been  in  the  Asylum  at  some  former  period.  The 
average  daily  number  was  602,  against  614  in  the  previous  year. 

The  recoveries  amounted  to  85,  which  is  43-5  per  cent,  upon  the 
admissions — considerably  above  the  average. 

The  deaths  numbered  68 — slightly  below  the  average.  They 
arose  as  follows  : — The  large  number  of  45,  close  upon  two-thirds  of 
the  whole,  were  due  to  cerebral  disease  ;  pulmonary  consumption  is 
accountable  for  eleven  deaths  (in  six  phthisis  was  diagnosed  on  admis¬ 
sion)  ;  other  chest  affections  seven  ;  two  were  from  abdominal  disease  ; 
one  from  old  age  ;  and  two  were  accidental. 


so 


From  this  summary  the  absence  of  epidemic,  endemic,  and  conta¬ 
gious  disease  is  very  obvious. 

With  regard  to  the  accidental  deaths,  one  occurred  from  the 
patient,  an  epileptic,  turning  upon  his  face  in  bed  during  a  fit,  and 
so  causing  death  by  suffocation.  In  the  other  case  the  death  was 
also  sudden.  The  patient,  a  man  70  years  old,  while  in  the  act  of 
dressing,  became  sick,  fell  upon  the  ground,  and  died  in  about 
twenty  minutes.  On  making  a  post  mortem  examination  to  ascertain 
the  cause  of  death  (having  then  no  suspicion  of  violence),  nine 
fractured  ribs  were  discovered,  one  of  which  had  penetrated  deeply 
into  the  substance  of  the  liver.  With  the  exception  of  this  one, 
there  was  no  displacement  of  the  broken  bones,  nor  any  injury  to  the 
contiguous  textures. 

After  a  prolonged  and  careful  investivation  into  all  the  circum¬ 
stances,  a  fact  was  at  length  elicited  from  an  intelligent  patient, 
implicating  an  Attendant,  who  was  thereupon  given  into  custody  on 
the  charge  of  causing  the  man’s  death.  He  was  afterwards  taken 
before  the  sitting  Magistrate,  Mr.  Kynnersley,  who  (the  more  serious 
charge  being  withdrawn)  committed  him  for  a  misdemeanour  under 
the  Lunacy  Act,  17  and  18  Viet.,  c.  98,  s.  9,  and  he  is  now  on  bail 
awaiting  his  trial  at  the  next  Warwick  Assizes. 

At  the  inquest  the  medical  evidence  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
whole  of  the  ribs  were  fractured  on  the  Saturday  evening,  and  that 
in  the  fall,  on  the  following  morning,  one  of  the  broken  ribs  was 
driven  into  the  liver ;  and  that,  apart  from  that  fall,  the  man,  with 
proper  care,  would  probably  have  recovered  from  the  injuries  inflicted 
in  the  evening.  Upon  this  evidence  the  Coroner’s  Jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  “  accidental  death.” 

Now  that  the  Asylum  has  been  in  operation  somewhat  more  than 
20  years,  it  seems  a  fitting  time  to  take  a  brief  review  of  the  work 
it  has  accomplished.  Originally  built  for  the  accommodation  of  800 
patients,  it  was  opened  in  June,  1850,  and  admitted  during  the 
remainder  of  that  year  207  patients — the  average  number  in  the  House 
being  148.  The  next  year  the  admissions  were  176,  while  the  aver- 
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age  number  resident  bad  increased  to  242.  This  increase  went  on 
until  in  August,  1855,  it  became  necessary  to  limit  the  admission 
of  private  patients,  to  which,  up  that  time,  there  had]  been  no 
restriction.  In  1859  the  average  number  had  increased  to  353 — • 
rendering  the  enlargement  of  the  Asylum  a  question  of  vital  impor¬ 
tance.  After  considerable  delay  it  was  decided  to  extend  the  building 
so  as  to  accommodate  600  patients,  but  it  was  not  until  1862  that 
the  new  building  was  completed  and  opened  for  the  reception  of 
patients.  While,  however,  ample  provision  was  made  in  the  way  of 
sitting  and  sleeping  room  for  patients,  the  Offices,  Kitchen,  Laundry, 
Stores,  Recreation  Hall,  (which  were  calculated  for  300  only) 
remained  unaltered — the  Chapel  alone  having  been  enlarged.  In 
1886  the  number  reached  600,  and  from  that  time  until  now  the 
House  has  always  been  nearly  or  quite  full. 

At  a  very  early  period,  viz.,  in  1851,  the  Committee  of  Visitors 
decided  upon  the  admission  of  private  patients,  who,  at  first,  were 
taken  from  any  part  of  the  kingdom.  As  long  as  there  was  ample 
room  for  the  admission  of  this  class,  their  numbers  were  very  con¬ 
siderable,  and  would  have  continued  so  up  to  the  present  moment  if 
the  accommodation  for  them  had  not  fallen  off.  In  1853  and  ’54 
there  were  78  and  64  private  patients  admitted,  in  conjunction  with 
96  and  77  paupers.  From  that  time  they  gradually  fell  off,  owing 
to  want  of  room,  until  in  1860  and  ’61  the  House  was  entirely  closed 
to  them.  On  the  opening  of  the  new  building  in  1862  private 
patients  were  again  received,  and  from  that  time  until  now  the 
annual  admissions  of  that  class  have  varied  from  25  to  40. 

There  is  in  Birmingham  and  its  neighbourhood  a  great  want  of 
asylum  accommodation  lor  the  middle  classes  for  those  just  above 
pauperism  and  ranging  a  few  degrees  upwards.  The  poorest  aie 
amply  provided  for  in  the  County  and  Borough  Asylums,  and  the 
wealthy  have  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  treatment,  while  the 
intermediate  classes  alone  experience  any  want  of  adequate  provision. 
If  an  Asylum  could  be  established  near  to  Birmingham  which  would 
receive  patients  upon  terms  varying  from  about  fourteen  shillings  to 
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two  guineas  per  week,  it  would  soon,  under  good  management,  obtain 
a  permanent  population  of  from  one  to  two  hundred  patients,  would 
pay  well,  and  would  be  a  vast  benefit  to  the  midland  metropolis  and 
its  neighbourhood. 

Since  the  Asylum  opened  8898  persons  have  been  admitted,  making 
with  the  re-admissions  3730  cases,  of  which  number  1431  recovered, 
and  1020  died— the  former  being  38  per  cent,  upon  the  admissions, 
the  latter  27.  Looking  to  the  character  and  condition  of  the  patients 
especially  to  the  large  proportion  of  epileptics,  perhaps  unequalled  in 
any  other  Asylum,  these  results  are  far  from  being  unfavourable. 

Of  the  total  number  of  cases  admitted  620  were  private  patients, 
leaving  the  pauper  cases  3110.  The  different  results  of  treatment 
in  the  two  classes  is  shewn  in  the  following  table  : — 


PAUPER. 

PRIVATE. 

Total  admissions 

3110. 

620. 

Becove±od  . 

1189,  or  37'9  per  cent. 

242,  or  39*  per  cent. 

Improved 

187,  or  6*  ,, 

123,  or  19*8  ,, 

Died 

942,  or  30-28  „ 

78,  or  12-5  „ 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  improved  cases  are  proportionately  much 
more  numerous  in  the  one  class  than  in  the  other,  arising  from 
private  patients,  being  much  more  frequently  than  pauper,  removed  at 
an  early  period  of  their  convalescence.  Now  as  the  majority  of  those 
cases,  and  especially  those  from  the  former  class,  ultimately  get  well, 
they  may  not  unfairly  be  classed  with  the  recoveries,  in  which  case 
the  per  centage  would  be  58  for  the  private,  against  44  for  the 
pauper. 

But  this  historical  sketch  would  be  incomplete  without  some 
reference  to  those  exceptional  occurrences,  which,  in  so  large  an 
establishment,  with  so  numerous  and  so  peculiar  a  population,  will 
not  fail  to  happen  in  spite  of  all  precautions.  The  records  of  the 
Asylum  show  that  in  the  20  years  there  have  been  two  cases  of 
homicide,  and  three  of  suicide ;  six  patients  died  from  choking,  and 
nine  (epileptics)  from  suffocation.  The  prevention  of  such  conse- 
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quences,  of  which  there  is  a  constant  risk,  is  one  of  the  most  onerous 
duties  of  the  attendants,  and  had  it  not  been  for  their  generally 
active  vigilance,  the  number  now  stated  would  have  been  very  much 
larger  than  it  is.  From  this  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
responsibility  attached  to  the  management  of  a  Lunatic  Asylum. 
No  one  but  a  resident  can  know ;  no  one  indeed  but  the  Superin¬ 
tendent,  and  those  closely  associated  with  him  in  the  work,  can 
fully  know,  the  amount  of  vigilance  required,  the  care  and  anxiety 
involved,  on  the  part  of  those  intrusted  with  the  charge  of  the 
Insane ;  and  how  important  it  is  that  their  more  immediate  attend¬ 
ants  should  be  persons  of  good  character,  educated,  active,  and 
intelligent,  humane,  and  good  tempered — a  combination  of  good 
qualities  urgently  required,  though,  unfortunately,  not  easily  obtain¬ 
able,  from  among  those  classes  in  which  alone,  under  existing 
arrangements,  the  Attendants  upon  the  Insane  are  to  be  sought  for. 

THOMAS  GREEN, 

Medical  Superintendent. 
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MEDICAL  STATISTICS. 


TABLE  1. 

ADMISSIONS,  BE -ADMISSIONS,  DISCHARGES,  AND 
DEATHS,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1870. 


In  tlie  Asylum,  Jan.  1,  1870. 
Admitted  for  the  first  time) 
during  the  year  .  .  j 

Re-admitted  during  the  year  . 

Total  under  care  during  the  yr. 
*  Recovered 
Relieved  . 

Not  improved 
Died 

Remain,  Dec.  81,  1870. 


Private. 

M.  F. 

28  22 

14  19 

Pauper. 

M.  F. 

244  293 

73  76 

4  8 

' 

M.  F. 

272  315 

91  103 

Total 

587 

194 

42  41 

321  377 

363  418 

781 

4  8 

32  41 

4  4 

3  3 

6  7 

1  1 

91  91 

182 

3  2 

38  25 

j 

28  24 

241  303 

272  327 

599 

Average  daily  number — Males  280,  Females  322,  Total  602. 
Highest  number  614.  Lowest  number  587. 

*  Three  of  these,  one  Male  and  two  Females,  were  not  insane. 


TABLE  II. 

ADMISSIONS,  RE -ADMISSIONS,  DISCHARGES,  &  DEATHS, 
FROM  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  ASYLUM  TO  THE 
31st  OF  DECEMBER,  1870. 


m.  f.  Total 

Persons  admitted  during  the  204  years  .  .  1657  1531  3188 

Re-admissions  .  .  .  .  .  .275  267  542 


Total  of  cases  admitted 


Recovered 

M. 

.  647 

F. 

784 

Relieved  . 

.  174 

136 

Not  improved 

.  205 

165 

Died 

.  634 

386 

.  1932  1798  3730 

Total. 

1431 

310 

370 

1020 


Total  Discharged  and  Died  during  the  20^  years  1660  1471  3131 

Remaining  December  31st,  1870.  .  272  327  599 


Average  numbers  resident  during  the  20£  years  192  221  413 


TABLE  III. 

SHOWING  HOW  THE  PATIENTS  REMAINING  ON  THE  1st  OF  JANUARY,  1870,  FROM  EACH 
YEAR’S  ADMISSIONS,  WERE  DISPOSED  OF  DURING  THAT  YEAR. 
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TABLE  IV.— SHOWING  THE  ADMISSIONS,  DISCHARGES,  A1 

PROPORTION  OF  RECOVERIES  FOR  EA( 


Years. 

Admitted. 

DISCHARGED. 

Died. 

Recovered. 

Relieved. 

Not  Improved. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F  . 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M  . 

F. 

To 

1850 

112 

95 

207 

6 

3 

9 

1 

0 

1 

5 

0 

5 

7 

3 

11 

1851 

89 

87 

176 

21 

27 

48 

2 

4 

6 

5 

5 

10 

20 

11 

3 

1852 

58 

62 

120 

15 

31 

46 

8 

7 

15 

15 

14 

29 

24 

13 

3:5 

1853 

87 

87 

174 

31 

42 

73 

4 

3 

7 

12 

6 

18 

32 

15 

4! 

1854 

71 

70 

141 

30 

37 

67 

7 

9 

16 

11 

11 

22 

28 

18 

44 

1855 

56 

66 

122 

31 

28 

59* 

5 

6 

11 

7 

7 

14 

18 

10 

21 

1856 

78 

48 

126 

33 

24 

57 

7 

4 

11 

14 

4 

18 

19 

12 

35 

1857 

98 

56 

154 

29 

28 

57 

11 

0 

11 

7 

3 

10 

28 

12 

4( 

1858 

92 

74 

166 

44 

35 

79 

7 

5 

12 

9 

5 

14 

19 

17 

3e 

1859 

58 

60 

118 

28 

41 

69 

4 

6 

10 

1 

17 

16 

33 

25 

13 

36 

1860 

67 

61 

128 

20 

20 

40 

2 

2 

4 

14 

8 

22 

23 

18 

41 

1861 

68 

74 

142 

21 

24 

45 

7 

5 

12 

6 

17 

23 

21 

9 

30 

1862 

100 

99 

199 

17 

29 

46 

5 

9 

14 

9 

6 

15 

35 

15 

50 

1863 

104 

107 

211 

34 

40 

74 

6 

5 

11 

7 

5 

12 

35 

15 

50 

1864 

103 

105 

208 

33 

40 

73  | 

13 

10 

23 

4 

9 

13 

37 

28 

65 

1865 

116 

119 

235 

34 

56 

90 

17 

6 

23 

16 

18 

34 

43 

26 

69 

1866 

137 

126 

263 

52 

77 

129 

16 

7 

23 

7 

11 

18 

48 

31 

79 1 

1867 

138 

96 

234 

57 

59 

116 

16 

5 

21 

7 

3 

10 

54 

24 

78 

1868 

105 

111 

216 

37 

51 

88 

13 

10 

23 

8 

2 

10 

31 

39 

70 

1869 

104 

92 

196 

38 

43 

81 

13 

22 

35 

21 

11 

32 

46 

30 

76 

1870 

91 

103 

194 

36 

49 

85 

10 

11 

21 

4 

4 

8 

41 

27 

68 

Totals  and 
Average 

.9324 

1798  3730  ( 

317  784] 

.431,b 

L  74  J 

136' 

310  5 

205  1 

.65 

370  \i 

364  i 

5861020 

per 

Coinages. 
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S  )BATHS,  WITH  THE  MEAN  ANNUAL  MORTALITY  AND 
II  fEAR  SINCE  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  ASYLUM. 


Remain  from  each 
Yeai's 

Admissions, 

1  December  31,  lb70. 

Average  Numbers 
Resident. 

Per-Centage 
of  liecoveries  on 
Admissions. 

Per-Centage  of 
Deaths  on  average 
numbers  Resident. 

Years. 

i  m. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

112 

17 

29 

76 

71 

148 

5-3 

3-1 

4-3 

9*2 

4-2 

6-7 

1850 

1  2 

5 

7 

122 

119 

242 

23*5 

31-0 

27*2 

16-3 

9.2 

12-8 

1851 

2 

5 

7 

134 

185 

269 

25-8 

50-0 

38-3 

17-9 

9*7 

13*7 

1852 

11  5 

4 

9 

132 

139 

272 

85*6 

48*2 

41-9 

24-2 

10-7 

17-2 

1853 

11  1 

7 

8 

134 

148 

283 

42-2 

52-8 

47*5 

20-8 

12-1 

16-2 

1854 

1  2 

11 

13 

128 

152 

281 

55*3 

42-4 

48-8 

14- 

6*5 

9*9 

1855 

a  3 

4 

7 

136 

159 

295 

42-3 

50- 

46-1 

14-8 

7-5 

10-5 

1856 

ID  8 

6 

14 

143 

169 

312 

29-5 

50* 

39-7 

19*5 

7-1 

12-8 

1857 

10 

15 

25 

164 

181 

345 

47-7 

47*2 

47-5 

11-5 

9*3 

10-4 

1858 

1  4 

6 

10 

169 

184 

353 

46-5 

68-3 

58*4 

14-7 

7- 

10-7 

1859 

3 

10 

13 

156 

179 

335 

29-8 

82-7 

81-2 

14-7 

10- 

12*3 

1860 

18 

12 

25 

169 

191 

361 

30*8 

32*4 

31-6 

12*4 

4*7 

8*3 

1861 

10 

15 

25 

182 

218 

400 

17- 

29-2 

23*1 

19*2 

6-8 

12*2 

1862 

8 

16 

24 

221 

263 

485 

32-6 

37-3 

35- 

15.8 

5*7 

10*3 

1863 

5  20 

19 

39 

237 

296 

534 

32- 

88* 

35. 

15-6 

9-4 

12*1 

1864 

22 

17 

39 

252 

315 

567 

29-3 

47* 

38*2 

17- 

8- 

12*1 

1865 

124 

28 

47 

268 

322 

590 

37-9 

61*1 

49-5 

17*9 

9*6 

13*7 

1866 

21 

18 

39 

281 

323 

605 

41-3 

61*4 

51-8 

19-2 

7-4 

13*3 

1867 

ko 

35 

65 

277 

827 

605 

35*2 

45-9 

40-7 

11-2 

11-9 

11*5 

1868 

25 

24 

49 

284 

330 

614 

36-5 

46-7 

41-3 

16-1 

9. 

12*3 

1869 

47 

58 

105 

280 

322 

602 

39-5 

47-5 

43*5 

14-6 

8-3 

11*2 

1870 

172 

327 

599| 

192 

221 

414 

83-6 

43-9 

39- 

16- 

8-2 

1.11*9 

Totals  and 
Average 
per¬ 
centages. 

TABLE  V.— SHOWING  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  ANNUAL  ADMISSIONS  SINCE  THE  OPENING  OF 
THE  ASYLUM,  WITH  THE  DISCHARGES  AND  DEATHS,  AND  TH3NUM  BERS 
OF  EACH  YEAR  REMAINING  ON  THE  31st  DECEMBER,  1870. 
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TABLE  Y .—continued. 


Total  Admissions — 1850-70 

M. 

1932 

F. 

1798 

Total. 

3730 

Per-centage  of  Cases  Recovered 

33*49 

43*6 

38*36 

,,  „  Relieved 

9* 

7*56 

8*31 

,,  „  Not  improved  . 

10*6 

9*18 

9*92 

,,  ,,  Dead 

32*81 

21*47 

27*35 

,,  „  Remaining 

14*1 

18*19 

16*06 

100* 

100* 

100* 

TABLE  VI.— SHOWING  THE 

CAUSES 

OF  DEATH 

DURING  THE 
Cerebral  or  Spinal  Disease — 

YEAR, 

M.  F. 

Total. 

Apoplexy  and  Paralysis  . 

•  • 

2  3 

5 

Epilepsy  and  Convulsions 

•  • 

4  5 

9 

General  Paralysis 

•  • 

14  8 

17 

Maniacal  Exhaustion 

•  9 

5  4 

9 

Inflammation  and  other  Brain  Disease 

3  2 

5 

Thoracic  Disease — 

Inflammation  of  Lungs,  Pleura,  Bronchi  . 

8  8 

6 

Pulmonary  Consumption 

•  • 

6  5 

11 

Disease  of  the  Heart 

•  • 

1 

1 

Abdominal  Disease — 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

•  8 

1 

1 

Hypertrophy  of  Spleen 

i  e 

1 

1 

Old  Age  ..... 

•  • 

1 

1 

Accidents  ..... 

•  • 

2 

2 

41  27  68 


TABLE  VII.— LENGTH  OF  RESIDENCE  IN  THOSE 
DISCHARGED  RECOVERED,  AND  IN  THOSE  WHO 
HAVE  DIED  DURING  THE  YEAR, 


Under  one 

month 

M. 

4 

Recovered. 

F. 

8 

Total. 

12 

M. 

5 

Died. 

F. 

6 

Total. 

11 

From  1 

to 

3  months 

10 

11 

21 

5 

1 

6 

„  3 

)> 

6  ,,  . 

7 

11 

18 

5 

2 

7 

„  6 

9  „  • 

3 

6 

9 

5 

2 

7 

„  9 

>> 

12  „  . 

3 

2 

5 

5 

3 

8 

„  1 

>> 

2  years  . 

7 

4 

11 

5 

3 

8 

„  2 

}  5 

3  „  . 

— 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

„  3 

}} 

5  „  . 

1 

2 

3 

3 

6 

9 

„  5 

r> 

7  „  . 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

„  7 

>> 

10  „  . 

1 

2 

3 

3 

— 

3 

„  10 

12  „  . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

„  12 

55 

15  „  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„  15 

)> 

20  „  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

86  49  85  41  27  68 
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TABLE  IX. 

SHOWING  THE  AGES  OF  THE  ADMISSIONS, 
DISCHARGES  AND  DEATHS,  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


AGES. 

From  5  to  lOyears 

33 
3  3 
3  5 
33 
33 
33 
33 
3  9 
33 


53 

10 

33 

15 

33 

15 

33 

20 

33 

20 

33 

30 

33 

80 

33 

40 

33 

40 

39 

50 

33 

50 

33 

60 

33 

60 

33 

70 

33 

70 

33 

80 

33 

80 

33 

90 

The  Admissions. 

THE 

DISCHARGES. 

The  Deaths 

Recovered. 

Not  Recov’d, 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 
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20 

24 

44 

11 

16 

27 

3 
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10 

26 

21 

47 
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13 
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5 

8 

15 

5 

20 

20 

18 

38 

9 

9 

18 

6 

2 

8 

4 

5 

9 

12 

22 

34 

6 

5 

11 

2 

6 

8 

7 

5 

12 

8 

13 

21 

2 
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— 
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194 
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TABLE  X. 

CONDITION  AS  MARRIAGE  IN  THE  ADMISSIONS, 
DISCHARGES  AND  DEATHS,  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Single  . 
Married  . 
Widowed 
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THE 

DISCHARGES. 

The  Deaths. 

Recovered. 

Not  Recov’d 
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F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

34 
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14 

19 

33 
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12 

15 
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23 
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55 
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44 
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14 
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10 
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CHAPLAIN’S  BEPORT. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  VISITORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH 
LUNATIC  ASYLUM,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  thirteenth  annual  report  as  your  Chaplain 
I  am  happy  to  be  in  a  position  to  state  that  the  results  of  my  minis¬ 
trations  among  the  inmates  of  the  Asylum  have  been  of  the  same 
cheering  and  satisfactory  nature  as  in  former  years,  and  although  I 
have  nothing  to  report  beyond  the  usual  performance  of  ministerial 
duties,  which  demand  special  notice,  yet  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
knowing  that  my  efforts  for  the  spiritual  welfare  and  happiness  of 
those  among  whom  I  have  laboured,  have  been  gratefully  received 
and  heartily  appreciated. 

The  religious  services  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Institution  have  during 
the  past  year  been  of  the  same  character  as  those  of  former  years, 
and  were  in  the  following  order,  viz.  :  On  Sundays  Divine  worship 
commences  at  eleven  o’clock  and  consists  of  the  ordinary  morning 
prayers,  the  reading  of  holy  scripture,  singing,  and  the  preaching  of 
an  appropriate  sermon. 

On  Wednesday  morning  in  each  week  I  read  prayers  and  preach  a 
sermon ;  the  service  commences  at  half-past  eight  o’clock. 

On  Thursday  morning  I  read  prayers  in  the  Chapel,  afterward  I 
visit  the  whole  of  the  Male  and  Female  Galleries  in  discharge  of 
Pastoral  duties  in  order  to  give  suitable  instruction  to  the  inmates 
generally,  but  more  especially  to  afford  religious  instruction  and  con¬ 
solation  to  the  sick  patients,  adapted  as  far  as  possible  to  their 
mental  condition  and  individual  requirements. 
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On  all  other  days  in  the  week  I  read  prayers  in  the  Chapel  in  the 
morning,  and  as  occasion  may  arise  visit  any  sick  persons  needing 
special  care  and  attention. 

The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  has  been  regularly  adminis¬ 
tered  once  in  each  quarter  during  the  past  year  to  such  of  the  Officers 
and  inmates  as  were  desirous  of  being  admitted  to  its  participation. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  that  during  the  year  I  have  received 
a  very  acceptable  grant  of  the  Religious  Tract  Society’s  publications 
from  the  Local  Committee,  which  has  been  of  great  service  to  the 
Institution,  and  much  valued  by  the  inmates. 

I  have  also  much  satisfaction  in  reporting  that  in  response  to  my 
application,  the  London  Committee  of  the  “  Society  for  Promoting 
Christian  Knowledge  ”  presented  me  with  a  number  of  useful  and 
interesting  volumes,  which  have  been  added  to  the  Asylum  Library. 

In  concluding  this  my  thirteenth  annual  report,  I  beg  to  assure  the 
Committee  of  Visitors  that  it  affords  me  sincere  pleasure  to  state  that 
no  means  likely  to  minister  to  the  moral  and  spiritual  welfare,  or 
advance  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  afflicted  inmates,  have  been 
left  unemployed  by  me  while  in  the  discharge  of  my  ministerial  duties 
as  Chaplain  to  the  Asylum. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Faithfully  yours, 

CHARLES  BRITTAIN, 

Chaplain. 

Winson  Green ,  Birmingham, 

January,  20 th,  1871. 
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